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An overview of 11 historic women’s

organizations in Taiwan
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The Taiwan Women Center will continue to record the development
of women's organizations in Taiwan so as to preserve the value of
women's advancement in Taiwan.
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About the Foundation for Women'’s
Rights Promotion and Development (FWRPD)
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Foundation for Women's Rights Promotion and Development
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Determination and Commitment
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A short history of women’s movements in Taiwan.

The first organization in Taiwan to promote women’s rights emerged, almost a century ago,
during the period of Japanese imperialism. It was led by a Canadian Presbyterian missionary
who, in 1884, established the first school to teach girls to read and write: and who advocated
that women be freed from the tradition of foot binding.

The 1950s saw the founding of the National Women’s League of the Republic of China
followed by the YWCA. Both were a leap forward in raising social awareness about the
quality of women’s lives, equality of education and employment opportunities.

Feminism was very late in coming to Taiwan, taking hold only in the 1970s. Two entities,
Pioneering Publishing and the Awakening Foundation, were strong voices in addressing
gender equality issues. Their enthusiasm was the breeding ground for future activists. Their
passion inspired self-development for women. And their persistence advanced Taiwan’s
women’s movements.

After Martial Law was lifted in 1988, women organizations mushroomed. The diversity
of their concerns e.g. gender equality, safety, marriage, economic independence, health and
medical insurance and political participation, broadened people’s notions about women’s
issues. This was truly a new era in the history of Taiwan women.

From the Ching Dynasty, through the period of Japanese imperialism and the lifting of
Martial Law, Taiwan women have arrived at a new world. A world in which they can openly
pursue a better life, be an agent for change in their communities and fearlessly develop
themselves.

To commemorate the remarkable achievements and contributions made by Taiwan’s
women’s movements, we have arranged an exhibition featuring the 11 non-governmental
organizations, which had been devoted to the women’s issues for over 20 years in Taiwan.
With both words and pictures they will share their footsteps and accomplishments.
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